
The Count House and Carn Galver Mine 
 

 
 

The photo and drawings show Carn Galver mine workings in the late Nineteenth Century 
The Count House is marked ‘Account House’ on the plan 

The photo is taken from the Count House driveway near the camping area 
  



  



 
 

 
 
Mine workings cross-section, viewed from the south-east, looking towards the sea and Bosigran cliffs   
 
 
  



This building was originally the accounting (or counting) house of the Carn Galver mine, which was in 
operation during the mid-1800s.  It was built for storage of mining materials, and to keep records of 
the extent of mining operations and payment of miners; which were all required by law. 
 
Tin and copper have been mined in West Penwith since prehistoric times, and shallow workings in 
this area have been recorded in the 1600s and 1700s.  Deep mining was only possible with the 
introduction of steam-powered pumps, which enabled Messrs Coulson and Wallis of Penzance to set 
up and enlarge mining operations in the 1840s and 1850s. 
 
The Carn Galver mine worked two tin lodes: 
• the Carn Galver lode, running from below the pumping engine houses to under the Count House 

car parking area 
• the Caunter (counter) lode, running roughly at right angles to the Carn Galver lode 
The lodes are shown on the site plan, and in the cross-section.  The deepest workings were 120 
fathoms below shallow adit level.  The shallow adit was 10 fathoms down, and was used for gravity 
discharge of pumped water down into Porthmoina Cove. The maximum mined depth was 780 feet 
(240 metres) below the surface, or 400 feet (125 metres) below sea level.  
 
Payment for miners was by the day, or by a pre-agreed amount per ton of ore extracted.  Ore was 
taken to the ‘stamps’ (water-powered hammer crushers), the remains of which can still be seen above 
Porthmoina Cove. Tin was separated by washing and sent to Chyandour, Penzance, for smelting. 
 
Discovery of copper and tin ores in the Americas saw to the decline of Penwith mines from the 1860s 
onward, and Carn Galva mine was abandoned in 1880. 
 
Bob Watson, 2017 
This is summary of an article published in the 1962 Climbers’ Club Journal by John and Ruth Neill.  Their full 7-page article can be 
found in the Journal, and on the CC website.  A copy has also been placed in the hut information file. 


